
shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should 
believe a lie: That they all 
might be damned who 
believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in un-
righteousness" (2 Thess. 
2:10-12). We cannot obey 
the truth if we do not 
learn it and believe it. The 
word of God warns that 
people "who do not obey 
the truth, but obey un-
righteousness," will re-
ceive indignation and 

wrath in the day of judg-
ment (Rom. 2:8). 

 

James taught that if one, 
errs from the truth and is 
turned back (converted), 
a soul is saved from death 
(Jas. 5:19, 20). This im-
plies that if one turns 
from the truth he is head-
ed for eternal death. 

 

Truth is fixed by the word 
of God. Truth does not 

depend on what you and I 
believe or refuse to be-
lieve, but our eternal se-
curity does depend on 
our believing that which 
is the truth and not turn-
ing from that truth.  ~ 

 

Truth Magazine  - January 
16, 1975 
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No matter what your pre-
sent belief, in this short 
essay I want to set before 
you the truth. Please 
study carefully the fol-
lowing points about be-
lief and its relation to 
truth. 

 

Believing Something Does 
Not Make It The Truth 

 

The aged Jacob believed 
the story his sons told 
him which insinuated 
that their brother Joseph 
had been devoured by an 
evil beast (Gen. 37:31-

35). So sincere was Jacob 
in that belief, and so 
emotionally moved by 
what he believed, he rent 
his clothes, put on sack-
cloth, mourned for many 
days, and refused the 
comfort offered by other 
members of the family. 
Young Joseph was not 
dead although his ;father 
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sincerely believed he had 
been killed. Joseph was 
very much alive! 

 

Saul of Tarsus strongly 
and earnestly believed in 
his early life that Jesus of 
Nazareth was an impos-
tor, not the real Christ. 
He "verily thought" that 
he ought to do many 
things contrary to the 
name of Jesus (Acts 
26:9). Saul's belief that 
Jesus was a fake did not 
make Him a pretender. 

 

Truth is not determined 
by what someone choos-
es to believe. One may 
elect to believe the Book 
of Mormon, but that 
does not make the Book 
of Mormon true. One 
may choose to believe 
that the Pope of Rome is 
the Vicar of Christ, but 
believing it does not 
make it so. Some people 

believe man has the 
same nature of a beast 
and no other nature, but 
their belief does not 
make it true that man is 
wholly a material being. 
A lot of people believe 
miracles are being per-
formed today (tongues, 
healing, prophecy, etc.), 
but their belief, which 
sometimes moves them 
in emotional experienc-
es, does not make it true. 

 

Failure To Believe Some-
thing Does Not Keep It 
From Being The Truth 

 

Many of the Jews refused 
to believe that Jesus was 
the Messiah, even after 
He had preached to 
them, worked signs and 
wonders among them, 
and had demonstrated 
supernatural insight, but 
their lack of faith did not 
change the truth about 

His identity. Jesus ex-
plained, "for if ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins" (John 
8:24). The truth about 
His Sonship did not de-
pend on their belief in 
Him. 

 

There are people who 
today refuse to believe 
there is a hell. They sup-
pose that God thinks as 
men think, and in their 
human reasoning they 
cannot rationalize the 
idea of eternal punish-
ment. But remember 
this: refusal to believe 
there is a hell does not 
keep the doctrine of hell 
from being the truth. 

 

Some men refuse to be-
lieve there is a God. 
These men are called 
atheists. They suppose 
there is no being higher 
than humanity. This idea 
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leaves them without any 
feeling of accountability 
to anyone except them-
selves. Refusal to believe 
in God does not change 
the fact that God exists 
and men are responsible 
to Him for their deeds. 

 

Truth is determined by 
what the Scriptures 
teach, not by what some-
one believes, or refuses 
to believe. Jesus said, 
"He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be 
saved" (Mk. 16:16); that 
is the truth, and if every 
person on earth refused 
to accept it, that teaching 
of Jesus would still be the 
truth. 

 

One Must Believe The 
Truth To Be Saved 

 

Jesus said, "And ye shall 
know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you 
free" (John 8:32). 
"Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is 
truth" (John 17:17). Paul 
spoke of the "word of 
truth" as the "gospel of 
your salvation" (Eph. 
1:13). He explained that 
we are chosen to salva-
tion "through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and be-
lief of the truth" (2 Thess. 
2:13). 

 

This New Testament 
teaching is a far cry from 
the popular notion that it 
really does not make a 
lot of difference what 
one believes. Some have 
the idea that one can be-
lieve to a large degree 
whatever he wants to be-
lieve and still go to heav-
en. To such persons it 
matters not whether one 
believes baptism is es-
sential to salvation or is a 
mere symbol of salvation; 

whether one believes in 
the impossibility of apos-
tasy or that a child of 
God can fall away; 
whether one believes in 
immersion only or sprin-
kling, pouring, and im-
mersion; whether one 
believes in tithing or giv-
ing according to ability; 
whether one believes 
Christians should keep 
the Sabbath (Saturday) or 
assemble for worship on 
the first day (Sunday); 
whether one believes 
Christ was born of a vir-
gin or not; whether one 
believes in one faith or 
many faiths; etc., etc. 

 

Refusal To Believe The 
Truth Brings Condemna-
tion 

 

Paul wrote about certain 
persons who did not love 
the truth, explaining, 
"And for this cause God 


